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Book Reviews 





P. G. Toner, K. E. CARR and G. M. WyBurn: The Digestive System. An Ultrastructural 
Atlas and Review. Butterworths, London 1971. 303 pp.; £ 10.00. 


During the last few years the electron microscopical literature on the digestive system 
has reached proportions which renders it difficult for any individual scientist to overlook 
the subject. The gastroenterology student is faced with still greater problems. For this 
reason the book on the digestive system supplies a long-felt want. It gives a wide survey 
of the normal ultrastructure of the digestive system including accessory digestive organs 
such as the salivary glands, the liver, and the pancreas. Odontological structures are, 
however, omitted. Each chapter presents in considerable detail our present knowledge of 
the various organs, and to the reviewer’s knowledge there are no major gaps. The morpho- 
logical data are discussed extensively from the functional point of view with frequent re- 
ference to recent biochemical and physiological findings. Numerous micrographs by trans- 
mission and by scanning electron microscopy illustrate the volume; their quality, however, 
varies somewhat to a large extent depending on less-than-adequate typographical treat- 
ment. For the interpretation of the illustrations, a note on the materials and methods 
would have been helpful. The reference lists are particularly valuable and cover more 
than 500 citations, the great majority of which are published after 1965. Yet the reader 
may miss references to non-English literature; less than 10 articles in French and German 
are quoted. 

This up-to-date monograph merits its place in every gastroenterology library. 

H. F. HELANDER, Umed 
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